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Introduction

This compendium comments and explains the Dalmatiaed standard (FCI No 153, 1999-
04-14). The document is above all intended foringbke education of breed judges but it can
also serve to provide breeders with better knowdeafghe breed standard.

At the European Cooperation of Dalmatian Clubs (BEEBeeting in July 2001 it was

decided that this compendium is valid in all ECD€mfership countries. The commentaries
to the standard will be provided in three languates national language, German and
English. Translations to other languages can beerbatlin such instances the translator must
be careful and diligent so as to achieve a coadrnslation as possible.

The comments to the standard clarify the variatiat falls within the standard for various
details of conformation. Comments are also provithed point out what is desirable with
regard to various details. With respect to somaildeho comment is offered since the text of
the breed standard is so clear that comments areerded.

For those clubs that wish to extend the compendiams to incorporate more detailed
commentaries it is of utmost importance that sastsion should be clearly stated so that an
extended version of the document will not be mistdk substituted for the official ECDC
document.

We all hope that we by the help of this Dalmatiageldl compendium can achieve a more
unitary view of our breed and that internationattects and exchange (especially within
ECDC) continues to develop the quality of our breed

December 2001

Asa Boholm & Ake Cronander



FRONT AND EXPRESSION



Standard: Dalmatian

FCI nr 153, original 1999-04-14

Origin: Dalmatia, Croatian Republic/FCI

Utilization: Companion dog, family dog, suitablelte trained for various purposes

FCI-Classifikation Group 6, Scent hounds and related breeds
Section 3 Related breeds without workinag.

Brief historical summary:

The origin of the Dalmatian dog is still obscurel dests solely on suppositions. From
illustrations, discovered in the tombs of anci@itaraohs and similar to paintings dating back
to the period from the 16th to the 18th centurye oan suppose that the Dalmatian has been
in existence for some thousand of years. Churcbrnitlies from the 14th century and from
the year 1719 definitely suggest that the breegimated in the Mediterranean region and
especially in the neighbourhood of the Dalmatiaasto

The earlier illustrations of the breed can be foimplictures by Italian painters of the 16th
century and in a fresco in Zaostrog (Dalmatia) ti@at be dated back to the year 1710
approximately. A work by Thomas Bewick publishedLiff2, contains a description and the
drawing of a Dalmatian, which Bewick refers to tme‘Dalmatian or coach Dog'.

The first standard for the Dalmatian was writtereloyEnglishman named Vero Shaw in the
year 1882; in 1890 this standard was transferrédemfficial breed standard.

COMMENTARY:

There are many more or less historically well-foeddpeculations about
the origin of the Dalmatian. Exactly from where tireed comes and hov
first was used by humans are therefore mattersgharise to many
unanswered questions. That the Dalmatian is a gkhfeven ancient)
breed, dating several hundred, perhaps thousandsyleack in time, is
however generally agreed. One theory is that tlreetrcame from India to
Europe in the Middle Ages th the gypsies. In the late "L8entury the
breed became popular in England and in other Euampeountries as a
coach dog in distinguished stables. The Dalmatmwever, not merely
served as a decorous object of status for theaaiaty. Its role we to stay
in the stédles with the horses as a guard and watch dog. Véhdnavel the
Dalmatian ran close to the coach and during breaks estiayith the
carriage watching it as well as the travellers’ begings.




General appearance:

The Dalmatian is a well-balanced, distinctively tspd, strong, muscular and active dog.
Symmetrical in outline, free from coarseness anabler, and as a former ‘coach dog’ capable
of great endurance at a fair turn of speed.

COMMENTARY:

The Dalmatian is a well-proportioned dog. This meé#mat it should be
slightly rectangular. 1t should neither be quadratior give a long and she¢
legged impression.

The expression ‘distinctively spotted’ means thahould look spotted. A
heavy spotting with very many spots that overlap ¢goeat extent or a light
spotting with rather few spots should however rotdgarded as a maijc
fault. The spotting of a Dalmatian should neveabewed to be rated abo\
the dog’s type, conformation and movements.

The expression ‘strong’ refers to a dog with gsatistance and a well-
developed body. It further implies that the dogustidoe in good condition
with well developed (although not exaggerated) nessand a firm and hard
body. A Dalmatian must not be too thin and learkiiog. It is important to
consider that a Dalmatian often matures late arat thwill not be fully growi
and developed until it has reached three to foargef age. Not seldom will
the dog look its best around eight years. A yourgywlith correct proportions
and conformation can look a little ‘leggy’ withathis being a major fault.

Important proportions:
Length of the body: height at the withers = appmadiely 10:9.
Length of skull: length of muzzle = 1:1.

COMMENTARY .

These measures have been included in the new staftde 1999. This
addition to the standard is to be welcomed sineeetimo longer will be room
for free interpretations

Behaviour/Temperament:
Outgoing and friendly, not shy or hesitant, fremrnervousness and aggression.

COMMENTARY:

One should not forget that the breed originallyvesr as a watchdog and that
the Dalmatian therefore has a fair amount of guagdinstinct. In modern
society there is hower necessary that dogs are more open minded and
friendly towards strangers. Very shy or nervousawebur should not b
accepted and such faults of temperament, includgggessive behaviour, are
consequently disqualifying.




Head
Of fair length

Cranial region:

Skull: Flat, fairly broad between the ears, with wellidedl temples. Slight frontal furrow.
Entirely free from wrinkle.

COMMENTARY:

That the scull is fairly broad between the eardwell-defined temples mak
the proportions of the scull fairly even. The fashthe scull should be such
that its length, breadth, and depth measures fairgysame.

The standard further states under the heading ‘Irtgpa Proportions’ that th
length of the scull in relation to the muzzle skdug 1:1. This means that a
too short as well as a too long muzzle is incorrect

Stop: Moderately well defined.

COMMENTARY:
A stop that is too pronounced gives an incorredfifg (more like a Pointe.

Facial region:

Nose:Nose leather in the black spotted variety alwagshlin the liver spotted variety
always brown

Muzzle: Long powerful, never snipy. Nasal bridge straighd @arallel to the upper outline of
the skull.

Lips: Clean fitting the jaw rather closely, not pendulodisomplete pigmentation is desired.

COMMENTARY:

Few Dalmatians have complete lip pigmentation. €htbat have are ofte
very heavily spotted. Lack of pigmentation of the is common and should
not be considered a fault.




Jaws/teeth:Jaws strong with a perfect and regular scissoes bé. upper teeth closely
overlapping lower teeth and setsquare to the jB@sirable is a complete set of 42 teeth (in
accordance with the teeth formula). The teeth wealg proportioned and white.

COMMENTARY:

Strong white teeth with a perfect scissbite and complete dentition is clea
what to prefer. It does occur however that tee @issing. Any deviations
from what the standard decis in this respect should be noted and the
seliousness of the fault weighed into the overall grdgnt of the dog’s meritg
and faults.

Eyes: Set moderately well apart, medium size, round lrggid sparkling with an intelligent
and alert expression. Colour dark brown in blaakttgal, light brown to amber in liver
spotted dogs. Eye rims completely black in the lokgmotted, and completely liver brown in
the liver spotted dogs. Eyelid close to the eyeball

COMMENTARY:

Entropion occurs occasionally in the breed and thia thing to be observe
Almond shaped eyes is notical for the breed. It is desirable that the eyes
are dark. Light eyes give a sharp, untypical expim@s

Considering liver spotted Dalmatians the standaates that the eye colour
should be ‘light brown to amber’. The referenceober is however n
particularly clear since amber can vary in colour fnolight yellow to dark
orange-hazel. Yellow eyes are not desired on a.lhight eyes have become
quite common today both on liver and on black sgbRalmatians.

Ears: Set on rather high, moderate size, rather widese¢ Carried close to the head,
gradually tapering to the rounded point. Fine ktuee, marking well broken up, preferably
spotted.

COMMENTARY:

Too large or too small (the latter do not occurywérequently) ears are not
correct. The ear should not reach beyond the coafi¢he mouth. Solid colo
on the eras is not desired but can be acceptedruhdecondition that the
colour is not on both sides of the ear. See furtteevn under ‘Eliminating
faults’ — ‘patch’.

Neck:

Fairly long, nicely arched, tapering to the heaee ffrom throatiness.

COMMENTARY:
Too long narrow and hyper elegant necks do occadipoccur. This gives
the dog incorrect proportions.




Body:

Withers:
Well defined.

COMMENTARY:
A wel-defined withers is equal to a sufficiently longldaid back shoulder.

Back:
Powerful, level.

COMMENTARY:
That the standard asks for a ‘level’ back doesmetn that the topline shouldg
be totally level and flat. It is important to reatge the difference between the
back and the loin. The loin should be slightly @dl{see below).

Chest:

Not too broad, but deep and capacious. Brisketldhreach to the elbows. Forechest well
visible in profile. Ribs well proportioned, longicely sprung, never flat, barrel-shaped or
malformed.

COMMENTARY:

The chest should constitute the larger part ofdbg’s length. The forechest
often not sufficiently developed, constituting enawon fault today which
should be note

Loin:
Clean, muscular and slightly arched.

COMMENTARY:
The loin must not be excessively long, roachechetaady in movement.

Croup:
Very slightly sloping.

COMMENTARY:
The croup must not slope so much that it affectgements negatively.




Flanks:
Narrow.

COMMENTARY
Loose skin at the flanks occurs and is not des

Lower line:
Bell distinctly tucked up towards the loin.

COMMENTARY:
With correct proportions (long chest) there will @eatural tuck up at the
loins. A great fault is a short rib cage with a gheund like profile.

Tail:

Reaching approximately to the hock. Strong at tieebevenly tapering towards the tip; free
from coarseness. Inserted neither too low nor tgb.At rest carried pendent with a slight
upward curve in the lowest third of the tail. Whanoving carried higher slightly above the
top line, but never upright (gay) or curled. Prafdy spotted.

COMMENTARY:
Note coarse and clumsy tails. A too thin and nartailvis undesirable as we
The tail should not be carried too high or curleceothe back.

Limbs:

Forequarters:
Forelegs perfectly straight, with strong round bdo®n to feet.

- shoulders:
Moderately oblique, clean and muscular.

COMMENTARY:
The shoulder should be sufficiently long and bemradly angulated for a
trotting breed.




- elbows:
Close to the body, neither turned in nor out.

COMMENTARY:
A common fault is too straight upper arms, whicsutes in an elbow place
too much forward and in poor contact with the rémge.

- pastern joint:
Strong, with slight spring.

COMMENTARY:
Should be slightly angulated and not too short.

Hindquarters: Rounded, muscular, and clean. Viewed from the mewtt legs vertical and
parallel.

COMMENTARY:
The angulation of the croup must not be too strsinge this will affect
movements negatively.

- stifle: Well bent.

COMMENTARY:
The stifle must be in line under the hip joint besst balance.

- lower thigh: Strong.

COMMENTARY:
The lower thigh must of good length and be ofyaine same length as the
thighbone.

- hock joint: Strong, well bent.

COMMENTARY:
Poorly angulated hock joints are a common fault &md affects movemer
negatively.




Feet:

Round, compact with well arched toes (cat feet)lsRaund, tough and elastic. Nails black or
white in black spotted variety; in liver spottedwn or white.

COMMENTARY:
Loose and a slightly too big feet do occur. Thisudtt be noted and weighi
into the overall picture.

Gait/Movement

Great freedom of movement. Smooth, powerful, rhytheation with long stride and good
drive from hindquarters; viewed from the rear legsving parallel, hindlegs tracking the fore.
A short stride and paddling action are incorrect.

COMMENTARY:

‘Smooth, powerful, rhythmic action with long strigled good drive’ says the
most. Too achieve this ideal scheme of movemsmiécessary that the
angulation of the front is sufficient too provideogl length of stride. The
movement from the rear must not merely consiggs being thrown out
behind the dog but derive from a fundamental caratibn of the works of
hips, knee and stifle. Lacks of co-ordination betwvmovement from back and
rear do occur and originates from insufficient hammsation between
angulation in shoulder and hindquarters respectivel

The typical elasticity of the movement of a Dalarattan easily be lost if the
dog is shown trotting at a too high speed. Typinalvements should give the
impression that the dog can move long distancds gviéat ease and without
too much effort.

Coat:

- hair: Short, hard, dense, sleek and glossy.

Colour:

Ground colour pure white. Black spotted varietyhabtack spots, liver spotted variety with
brown spots; not intermingling but round, well defil and as well distributed as possible.
Size 2-3 cm in diameter. Spots on the head, tdilextremities smaller than those on the
body.



COMMENTARY:

Colour and spotting must never be given such welgtita dog being
excellent in these respects is preferred to a ddgetier type, conformation
and temperament. The colour should not vary onamtethe same dog.
Occasionally the colour of liver spotted dog varsesnewhat.

Spotting can vary from very richly spotted dogsparsely spotted ones. As
long as the overall impression is that of a spotted such variation is
acceptable.

The ideal, so highly desired but so difficult thnigwe, is that the spots being
eve in size and quality are evenly distributed over éntire body. Very sm
spots, which do not have the desired rounded ferm ticks’) can make tr
spotting look muddled and untic

A dog that has either rather too many or too featspf goodize and quality
(form and density of colour) is to be preferrechtdog with a more suitable
amount of spots but of more varying size and iofeguality. However, too
much attention must not be paid to trifles as lasghe overall impression of
the spotting is pleasing.

The standard requires the markings on the earstwéll broken up. Ears th
are not sufficiently broken up or even of solidotwlare acceptable as long
it is not a question of a ‘patch’ (a congenial, igarking, se below under
‘Eliminating faults’). Lack of spots on the tailm® fault and the presence of «
few is not very sigricant.

S




Size and weight:

Overall balance of prime importance.

Height at withers:
For dogs 56 - 61 cm
For bitches 54 -59 cm

COMMENTARY:

These limits are not absolute and could be excebgexhe or two centimetre
Overall balance and proportions are more importtrdn any few
centimetres. Today the breed does not have anygmsof size.

Weight:

For dogs approximately ca 27 -32kg

For bitches approximately ca 24 - 29 kg
COMMENTARY:

Male dogs of correct size and substance do oftéghaane or a few kilos
more than what is stated in the standard.

Faults:
Any departure from the foregoing points should besidered a fault and the seriousness with
which the fault should be regarded should be ircepeoportions to its degree.

Bronzing (temporary bronze-like discolouring of thlack spots).

COMMENTARY:

In connection with shedding of the coat or a weaklecondition due to other
circumstances the colour of the spotting may temuilgrfade, both in the
black and liver spotted Dalmatian. Bronzing medrat the spots loose their
depth of colour, which makes the black spots fattedark rusty brown or
hazel, the liver spots fade into rusty brown, tam@nge/lemon. Bronzing ci
occur on the entire body or only on affected pagtg, on the throat and sideq
of the neck or on the inside of the legs. Bronzeng be very difficult to
distinguish from a permanent and eliminating fafltolour (‘tri colour’, see
below).




Eliminating faults:

Definitely over or undershot mouth.
Ectropion, entropion, walleyes, eyes of differesioar (heterochromia).

COMMENTARY:

Wall eyes or eyes of different colour mean thdtegiboth or only one are
tatalv/ ar tn a larne extent hh

Blue eyes.
Deafness
Limited patching around eyes (monocle) or elsewhgrtacceptable for breeding.

COMMENTARY:

Dalmatian puppies are born white and the spots tégiemerge first arour
10 days of age. A ‘patch’ is a congenital spot d@nsl clearly visible on the
newborn puppy. Many breeders put down a patcheg@yafeady at birth
but occasionally they are raised and taken to axshg the owner.

In principle a patch can be located anywhere onlibdy but it icusually
found on the head, around an eye (‘monocle’) oanrear. Sometimes o
dog can have several patches on different placab@ibody. The patch has
a strong colour and will be free from any occasiorhite hairs. On ears tr
colour of the patch goes straight through which nsethhat if one turns the
flap of the ear, the corresponding part on the otide will also be
coloured. A patch distinguishes itself from a custf spots by having a
sharply demarcated and even border. If it is lodat the head it looks a bit
as if the dog carries a Basque beret.

Sometimes it can be very difficult even for a brgsetialist to decide
whether a dog really has a patch or not. Judgestherefore recommended
not to give a ‘0’ to a Dalmatian unless he or sk@ot absolutely sure that i
is a question of a ‘patch’ and not an assemblypoits floating into each
other.

Tricolour (black and brown spots on the same dog).

COMMENTARY:

Tri colour is a permanent state of spots of moeanthne colour on a sing
individual. On a black spotted dog the followindatos can occur: yellow,
liver, tan or brindle. On a lever spotted dog tb#dwing colours can
occur: orange or tan. It is to be noted that a tideg can never have black
pigment. Tan coloured spots may occur on the bodye usual places fc
such markings on dogs, namely on the lower part oldlgs, the forechest,
the chin, on the head around the muzzle and eysmahe anal region.
Tan markings on young Dalmatians is very diffitaltietect due to the
faded shade of the tan markings. colour can be very hard to
differentiate from ‘bronzing’ which is a temporargndition and not an
eliminating fault. Judges are therefore recommenddae extremely
careful in any eventual decisions to give prizedQg to tri colouring.




Lemon (lemon or orange spots).

COMMENTARY:

On a lemon spotted Dalmatian the spots have alh@usame colour as a
golden retriever. The colour can vary from lightlge to a darker yellov
shade. A lemon spotted Dalmatian always has blask pigment

An orange coloured Dalmatian has the coloimilar to an orange-roan
cocker spaniel (light reddish brown). An orangetsgd Dalmatian always h:
brown nose pigment.

An adult orange spotted Dalmatian might be mistdkem sun tanned poor!
coloured liver.

Lemon and orange spotting are clearlsible on the young puppy. These
types of colour faults are not very common but cimuo from time to time.

Very timid or aggressive behaviour.

Nota bene:
Male animals should have two apparently normaldiest fully descended into the scrotum.

Recommendation:
(This part of the text has been excluded from tleeth standard by the national kennel clubs.)

In order to reduce the incident of deafness in Rdkms (20-30%)

- Bilaterally deaf Dalmatians and blue-eyed Dalarathould be discarded from
breeding, ideally unilaterally deaf dogs likewise.

- Dogs with limited patching around eyes (monooleglsewhere should be accepted
for breeding.

- Dogs with pigmented scrotum should be preferred.



Lemon spotted puppy

Orange spotted puppy

Lever spotted puppy with patch



Appendix 1
The photos below illustrate dogs and bitches whithre of excellent type.

Dogs



Bitches






THE SPOTTING OF THE DALMATIAN CAN BE MISLEADING

When it comes to judging the exterior of a dog ihot unusual that even people who are very
knowledgeable of the breed are misled by the sgptif the Dalmatian.

To prove how important the spotting as a whole thiedocation of the spots in relation to
each other is to our breed, we will now preserd ivawings with exactly identical outline
but with quite different spotting, numbered fronols.

From an exterior point of view this outline is notquite correct. It does not have the
desired proportions. The dog is a little too high o his legs (see line of short dashes) and
is too short in neck.

The above picture shows an almost ideal spottingeMthe spots are as evenly spread as this,
there can be less of them but hardly more andogtittlose to the ideal. The real advantage
with this spotting is the even size of the rathgrdpots.

It is interesting to note how the feminine stampngphasised by the beautiful spotting, which
also gives the dog a keen and intelligent exprasdibe unfortunate row of spots on the nose
makes it seem to be pointing upwards, which i n

When judging Dalmatians you must be able to foeuspotting versus outline, not to be
misled by an optical illusion.

You will soon notice that if you focus on the onéi which thus gets closer, the spotting of
the dog becomes less important. But if you, orother hand, focus on the spots, which is
necessary when assessing their quality and locai@awhole, the outline will give way.



As for the following drawings, 2 - 5, a quick and ather precipitate judgement might be
as follows:

Head looks rather heavy and sloppy. Neck seemseo8houlder is straight and elbow turns
outwards. Short and flat ribcage. Hindquarterseggdod but too light compared to the heavy
front.

Head seems a bit short. Skull seems overdone fomiput and down. Where the withers are
is difficult to see. Shoulder is sloping too muthe dog seems somewhat tied in at the
elbow, which gives an impression of a French fr&mallow and wide ribcage. Too paunchy
in abdomen. Falling away croup with low set tail.



Arched skull. Unpleasing expression. Weak in muzZzbr seems to be low set. Short and
coarse neck. Too massive and heavy in front. Straigdquarters. Unrefined and "common”
for type.

Long head. Low skull with no stop. Too much lipbBage too heavy, and too much arch over
loin. The dog looks unbalanced and leggy. Hindararbverangulated. Not enough bone.

Text and illustrations: Copyright Ann-Marie Hammanrti



Fig. 1 shows a Dalmatian, which is well angulated botfrant and behind giving a longer
neck, more depth of brisket, a stronger loin abdya all, more correct movement.

Fig. 2 shows a Dalmatian that is straight in shouldergngkr arm and has inadequate
angulation behind, especially in stifle. This addge a bit to the height at withers (3-5 cm).
This Dalmatian is too high on his legs and hasaatsind shallow ribcage, short neck and not
enough bone.

The lines of short dashes show how the angulaffecta the dog’s maximum stride.

The dog in Fig. 1 has no doubt the most far-reaghtride with good elasticity.

The dog in Fig. 2 moves with a shorter stride withelasticity. This stride is also less
effortless, but can wrongly be interpreted as rgashthe shorter stride makes the gait look
very much faster.

Text and illustration: Copyright, Ann-Marie Hammant



